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Abstract:
The Department of Defense is the single largest consumer of energy in the U.S., 
and nearly seventy-�ve percent of this energy is “operational energy” used to 
power vehicles, ships, aircraft, and tactical power generation systems. Energy 
markets, �scal needs, and evolving military threats will challenge this heavy 
reliance on energy, and create the imperative for transforming how the 
Department uses energy in military operations. Signed in April 2014 the DoD Energy Policy (DoD 4180.01) 
builds o� the Department’s Operational Energy Strategy which identi�es how to achieve energy security for 
the war�ghter by assuring that U.S. forces have a reliable supply of energy for 21st century military missions. 
To reach this goal, the Strategy provides a three-fold approach that addresses demand, supply, and the 
future force. First, the Department will reduce demand for energy in military operations by improving the 
ability to measure operational energy consumption and increasing the e�ciency of energy use to enhance 
combat e�ectiveness. Second, the Department will expand and secure energy supplies for military 
operations by diversifying its energy sources and protecting access to energy supplies. Finally, the 
Department will build energy security into the future force by integrating operational energy considerations 
into the full range of planning and force development activities. The Department is implementing this 
strategy with a coordinated and targeted set of “near-”, “mid-”, and long-term goals associated with energy 
demand, supply, and the future force.
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