
 
 

The Defense Technical Information Center’s DTIC Online database contains citations for and often the 
full text of defense-related research reports. Recent reports are often digitized and downloadable direct 
from DTIC Online.  IN addition, the library owns some reports in print, and has nearly all available on 
microfiche. DTIC Online includes reports and theses from all of the U.S. military schools and reports from 
agencies such as GAO, DoD IG, CNA, RAND, LMI and many others.  Online Access Controlled and 
Classified STINET include classified information.       last update 01/13/2011 
 
 
 
 

Who Has 
Access 

Years of 
Coverage 

Classification/ 
Distribution 

Documents 
Provided Full-
Text? 

How to Access 

DTIC Online Anyone Early 
1900s to 
present 
 

Unclassified 
Unlimited 

Yes, from 1998. 
Partial before that 
point. 

http://www.dtic.m
il/dtic/search/tr/ 
(or from Library's 
Databases page) 

DTIC Online 
Access 
Controlled 
(DOAC) * 
 

U.S. students, 
faculty and staff 

Early 
1900s to 
present 
 

Unclassified 
Unlimited 
Limited 
Confidential 
Secret 

Yes from 1998. 
Partial before that 
point. No for 
classified 

You will be sent 
the URL with your 
password 

DTIC's 
Classified 
STINET on 
SIPRINET* 

U.S. students, 
faculty and staff 
with security 
clearance 

Early 
1900s to 
present 
 

Unclassified 
Unlimited 
Limited 
Confidential 
Secret 

Yes from 1998  
Partial before that 
point. 
 

You will be sent 
the SIPRNET URL 
with your password 

 
 
*You must register to use Online Access Controlled or Classified STINET. You may register 
at the following site:   
https://www.dtic.mil/portal/site/dticol/displayapp?title=DTIC+A-Z&target=/dtic/atoz/all.html.   
 

We encourage all NPS students and faculty who are US citizens to sign up for Online Access 
Controlled because it also provides access to additional resources such as: 

• Limited distribution materials unavailable through DTIC Online. 
• ProQuest Research Library Complete, which contains articles from thousands of 

journals, most in full-text. 
• The CISTI Source database and British Library’s inside web, which index international 

journals and conference proceedings.  
• DTIC's Research Summaries (RS) Collection of active and inactive summaries from 

1965 to present.  
• National Defense Industrial Association (NDIA) Conference Proceedings 
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Search Techniques  
(note: these tips apply only to DTIC Online, not to Online Access Controlled or STINET.) 
 
Think through your search 

Write out the question. Identify main concepts and synonyms.  
 
Finding One or More Terms  
To find one or more terms, type them in the search box.  
 
Examples:  

• radar  finds results that contain the exact word "radar" Quotes are not necessary for one word. 
• homeland security  finds results that contain the word "homeland" and the word "security"  

 
Finding Phrases 
 
To find a phrase, enclose them in quotes in the search box.  Note that DTIC Online treats words entered 
into one search field as if there were an AND between them. 
 
Examples:  

• "nuclear submarine"  finds results that contain the exact match of 
phrase "nuclear submarine" 

61 results found 

• nuclear submarine finds results that contain both words 601 results 
• nuclear OR submarine  finds results that contain either nuclear or 

submarine 
46554 results 
found 

 
Coordinating conjunctions ("and," "but," "or," "for") and articles (“a,” “an,” “the”) are ignored in 
phrases. 
 

• "the secretary of defense"  finds results that contain the exact match 
of the phrase"secretary of defense", ignoring “the” 

1908 results 

• the secretary of defense  finds results that contain those words in any 
order 

652830 results 

 
Advanced search allows 
searches to be placed in 
specific parts of the 
record, for example, the 
title. This search 
retrieved 95 results. 
  
Wildcards 
The asterisk * replaces an indefinite number of characters. The question mark ? replaces exactly one 
character. 
 
terror* will retrieve records with terror, terrorist, terrorism, terrorize, etc. in the field.  
*polar will retrieve records with polar, bipolar, unipolar, etc  
Defen?e will retrieve records with defense, defence in the   
Note: DTIC Online publishes “Tips to Start You Searching”.  This guide was made using v1 of that 
document. 
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