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	Space Systems Academic Group (SSAG)


". . . developing agile, innovative minds . . ."


Our purpose is to prepare our students to lead in transformation and manage change in tomorrow’s complex and technically challenging world. We fulfill that purpose by empowering student minds with advanced knowledge culled from cutting-edge, defense related research; by blending classroom experiences into a hands-on pedagogy that links theory and reality; and by teaching and inculcating creative, innovative thinking that prepares our students to continue to learn, grow, adapt and lead in future, unknown environments. Our graduates are more than just well educated engineers and scientists; they are innovative leaders of transformation and creative solvers of tomorrow’s problems.


Watch video to learn more.








							
						

					
				
			
		
	




	

	

	

	

	

	




	
	
					
				
			
		
	
	


	


			

		
	


	

		
		







	













































	

	
		




	

	
		
			






































	
		



	

		
			
				
					About Us





















	
		

		

		

		
	

				

			

		


		
			
				


	



	
		
			
				
					



















































	

				

				
					
						


	

		
































	
	
		
			
			
				
					
					
					
					

						

						
							


















	

	Objectives


The Space Systems Academic Group (SSAG) at the Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) in Monterey, California, is an interdisciplinary academic association providing direction and guidance for the Space Systems Engineering and Space Systems Operations curricula. The SSAG is also the focal point for space-related research performed at the Naval Postgraduate School. A major goal of the SSAG is to couple NPS space research efforts with the graduate education of military officers. This is typically done through thesis research topics but also includes the small satellite project which was created specifically for officer student involvement.


The SSAG relies on faculty and facilities support from the departments of Computer Science, Electrical and Computer Engineering, Mathematics, Mechanical and Astronautical Engineering, Meteorology, Oceanography, Operations Research, and Physics.


Officer students in the Space Systems Curricula fulfill degree requirements for a Master of Science in the department of their choice or in Space Systems Operations. A space-oriented thesis is required as well as additional courses to fulfill the requirements of a space billet. Officer graduates are prepared to manage the technical aspects of a space system life cycle including design, development, installation, and maintenance of spacecraft, space payloads, supporting earth stations, terminals, and C3 connectivity


Historical Highlights


In 1961, the Naval Postgraduate School graduated its first two astronauts, Col. Gerald R. Carr, USMC, and Capt. Edgar D. Mitchell, USN. 21 years later, the Naval Postgraduate School's Space Systems Academic Committee was formed in 1982. At that time, it was a little-known fact that the United States Navy was the largest user of space. The Space Systems Academic Committee was created in response to the directive from the Chief of Naval Operations to start a Space Systems Operations Curriculum in recognition of the Navy's need for highly trained, knowledgeable personnel in Space Systems. The committee was then transformed into the Space Systems Academic Group as an interdisciplinary group of faculty whose charter was, and is, to craft the graduate education for space professionals for the Navy. The Space Systems program now includes both the Space Systems Operations curriculum as well as the Space Systems Engineering curriculum and supports men and women from all services in the Department of Defense.


Astronaut Alumni


The Naval Postgraduate School has graduated more than 40 astronauts, greater than any other graduate school in the country. Read about them on our Alumni Who Have Reach the Stars dashboard.
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        Where Science Meets the Art of Warfare ®

      

      
        	Mission
	Provide defense-focused graduate education, including classified studies and interdisciplinary research, to advance the operational effectiveness, technological leadership and warfighting advantage of the Naval service.


      

      
      	Naval Postgraduate School
	1 University Circle, Monterey, CA 93943
	Driving Directions | Campus Map


        	This is an official U.S. Navy Website | Please read our Privacy Policy
              Notice | 
	FOIA | 
	Section
              508 | 
	No
              FEAR Act | 
	Whistleblower Protection | Copyright and
              Accessibility | Contact Webmaster


      

    

  


	






















































































































	

	





	



	









	

	





	



	





























	

	

	












	

	

		

		
	























