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THE LONG WAR - Insurgency,
Counter- Insurgency and Collapsing States

While the Cold War was characterized by the expansion and consolidation
of nation-states against the backdrop of USA-Soviet superpower rivalry
and the emergence of the Three Worlds of development, one of the key
characteristics of the post-Cold War era, in which the USA has emerged
to unrivalled global hegemony, is the growing number of collapsing or
collapsed states mired in conflict or civil war. The USA has compounded
state failure in polities such as Iraq as a result of its use of military force
to overthrow regimes in the context of the Global War on Terror (GWOT) or
what is also increasingly referred to as the ‘Long War’. The Long War is
often represented as a ‘new’ era in warfare and U.S. geopolitics. However,
the assumption here is that the Long War is new in important respects,
but it also bears many similarities to the Cold War. A key similarity between
the Cold War and the Long War is the way in which insurgency and
counterinsurgency are seen primarily in the context of inter-state rivalry in
which the critical local or regional dynamics of revolution and counter-
revolution are neglected. In this context American policy-makers and their
allies have again erroneously applied a ‘grand strategy’ that suits the
imperatives of conventional military and geo- political thinking rather than
engaging with what are a much more variegated array of problems
facing the changing global order.

Mark T Berger, University of New South Wales, Australia
Douglas A Borer, Naval Postgraduate School, USA

Third World Quarterly (TWQ) is the leading journal of scholarship and  policy in the
field of international studies. For over two and a half decades, it has set the agenda
on development discourses of the global debate. As the most influential academic
journal covering the emerging worlds, TWQ is at the forefront of analysis and
commentary on fundamental issues of global concern.

TWQ examines all the issues that affect the many Third Worlds and is not averse
to publishing provocative and exploratory articles, especially if they have the merit
of opening up emerging areas of research that have not been given sufficient
attention. It looks beyond strict ‘development studies’, providing an alternative and
over-arching reflective analysis of micro-economic and grassroot efforts of
development practitioners and planners. It furnishes expert and interdisciplinary
insight into crucial issues before they impinge upon media attention, as well as
coverage of the very latest publications in its comprehensive book review section.
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The contributors to this special issue approach this overall theme from a
variety of perspectives in an effort to shed light on the history and future of
insurgency, counterinsurgency and collapsing states in the context of the
Long War.
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